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Lauren Hoogkamer, Assistant Historic Preservation Officer 
BT Doan, Office Assistant 

INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS

In response to social distancing recommendations in response to -19 pandemic, this meeting will be conducted 
virtually. The meeting can be attended at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84683257843, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782 and entering 
the meeting ID 846 8325 7843, when prompted.

Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and 
presenters.

Public comments will be taken on Hearing Items.  Public comment on other discussion items will NOT be accepted at the meeting. 
The public may submit general comments in writing prior to the meeting, by 4:00 p.m., on September 9. Please e-mail your 
comments to landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 9/6/20”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) 
you are addressing.

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS

2. ROLL CALL

3. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Minutes: 8/12/20; 8/2620

4. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER – PUBLIC HEARING Page # 
A. 201-05 N. Yakima Ave. (Wahlgren’s Florist Shop & House) Marshall McClintock, 

Historic Tacoma 
15 m

5. DESIGN REVIEW
A. 412 S. M St. (Wedge Historic District)

Garage replacement
Reid Carr, Owner 5 m

6. PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS
A. 811 N Ainsworth – enforcement work plan Anthony Guido, Owner 10 m

B. Administrative Review Procedures Staff

C. Events & Activities Update Staff 3 m

7. CHAIR COMMENTS

Agenda
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date:       September 9, 2020
Time:       5:30 p.m.
Location:  Virtual (see below)
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair
Roger Johnson, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Jennifer Mortensen 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Holly Stewart 
Carol Sundstrom 
Jeff Williams  

Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio  

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer
Lauren Hoogkamer, Assistant Historic Preservation Officer 
Aubrey Pike, Office Assistant 
BT Doan, Office Assistant 

Date: August 12, 2020 
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar 

Commission Members in Attendance:
Kevin Bartoy, Chair 
Roger Johnson, Vice Chair
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Holly Stewart 
Carol Sundstrom 
Deborah Cade 
Leah Jaggars 

Commissioner Members Excused: 
Alex Morganroth  
Jennifer Mortensen 
Lysa Schloesser 

Commission Members Absent: 
Jeff Williams  

Staff Present:
Reuben McKnight 
Lauren Hoogkamer 
BT Doan 

Others Present: 
Celena Kathan & Robert Koehne 
Ellen Mirro, Studio TJP 
Aleksey Guyvoronsky 
Kathleen Brooker 
Marshall McClintock, Historic Tacoma 
Amy McBride, Office of Arts and Cultural Vitality 
Naomi Strom-Avila 

Chair Kevin Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:34 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS

2. ROLL CALL

3. CONSENT AGENDA

The agenda was approved as submitted.

a. Approval of Minutes: Feb 26, 2020 & April 22, 2020

The minutes of the meetings on 2/26/20202 (amended) and 4/22/2020 were approved as submitted.

4. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES – PUBLIC HEARING

a. 3334 N Gove St (Sears House)

Chair Bartoy called the public hearing to order at 5:38 p.m.

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet, noting that in addition to the public comment by Tim
Bennecker included in the packet, another comment had been submitted via email from Angela Robinson.

Ms. Robinson’s comment is as follows: “Hello this is Angela Robinson. I wanted to comment on the Nomination of
the house on 3334 N Gove Street. I agree and would love for this house to be on the Tacoma Register Of Historic

MINUTES (Draft)
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department
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Places. I grew up in this house for 30 + years. My dad Dick Page bought the house in the 70's. The house has 
amazing history to it. As a child my sisters and I had a blast in the home with sleepovers, holiday's, and 
celebrations. A favorite of ours was the balcony off what was our bedrooms. Amazing view! and would be out 
there all the time. I was there to watch it be on the Tacoma Historical Society Tour back in 1995. The woodwork in 
the home is awesome in the entryway, stairs, and dining room with old buffet. Sliding doors to divide the living 
area and dining room was very nice. I included some photos of the home. I will treasure the memories made in 
this house. I love history and this home has a lot of that.” 

The property owners, Celena Kathan and Robert Koehne, thanked and informed the Commission that they had 
started an exterior paint job on the house the day before the meeting. 

Vice-Chair Johnson was happy about the nomination and commended the owners for restoring the house. 

Chair Bartoy called for testimony from members of the public. The following citizens testified: 

Sarah Sutton – Ms. Sutton provided her background as a new resident in the neighborhood and a
museum and history professional. She was delighted to have such a stunning and distinctive house in the
neighborhood, and appreciated the owners’ commitment to restoring it.

Michael Fast – Mr. Fast was part of the house’s restoration team. He called it “probably the best example
of a house in Tacoma (…) with the original millwork and sense of detailing of that period.” He also spoke
to the owners’ commitment and attention to details in the restoration process.

Joshua Brown – As a neighboring resident, Mr. Brown praised the property owners for not only their
commitment but also their curiosity to learn about the history of the house as they were restoring it. He
was excited to see the house placed on the Tacoma Register.

Susan (Last Name not provided) – Susan expressed her full support for the nomination.

Chair Bartoy closed the public hearing at 5:50 p.m. 

Commissioner Hilsendeger, in reference to a previous comment, inquired about how the nomination would affect 
the owner’s ability to subdivide the lot in the future. Mr. McKnight responded that the Landmarks Preservation 
Commission focused on the integrity of the property and would review any proposed structural alterations; 
however, lot subdivision was not typically within the Commission’s purview. 

Commissioner Stewart made a motion: “I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission recommend to the 
City Council that 3334 North Gove Street, Wells R. Sears House, be included on the Tacoma Register of Historic 
Places, including the following elements, the home itself, finding that it does meet Criteria C and F of TMC 
13.07.040.” 

Commissioner Hilsendeger seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. 

5. NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER – PRELIMINARY REVIEW

a. 201-05 N Yakima

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet.

Marshall McClintock, Historic Tacoma, stated the objectives of his presentation. The presentation covered
reasons for which Historic Tacoma nominated the buildings, discussion of their significance and integrity, as well
as mention of previous decisions by the Landmarks Preservation Commission concerning other buildings
illustrating the range of significance that the Commission had considered. As Mr. McClintock presented, he also
cited Criteria under which the buildings were eligible for nomination.

Ellen Mirro, Studio TJP, representing the properties’ owners, stated that the owners did not support the
nomination and had plan to develop the sites for housing. Although Ms. Mirro and the owners recognized the
significance of the Wahlgren family and the florist business associated with the buildings, they did not believe it
was sufficient to meet the threshold criteria for nomination. Ms. Mirro also indicated that Fred Wahlgren did not
consider the properties part of his family’s legacy, and presented a letter from him stating his intention in the
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decision to sell them. Further, she argued that the buildings had been altered, which in turn affected the ability of 
the building to convey their period as well as original designs. 

Several Commissioners commented on the buildings and the significance of the Wahlgren family in the 
community. The family significance was seen and heard more prominently in stories by community members than 
in research or documents. The Commission also made a point that despite the alterations, the buildings still 
carried significance of their period and history.  

Vice-Chair Johnson made a motion: “I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission move 201 & 205 North 
Yakima Ave, Wahlgren florist and house, based on Criteria A, B, C, and F to a public hearing on September 9 
with the Commission.” 

Commissioner Hart seconded the motion. It passed unanimously. 

6. PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS

a. Fireman’s Park – Art Installation

Amy McBride, Office of Arts and Cultural Vitality, provided background information on the installation, and noted
that the Puyallup Tribe would not be involved in the project as they did not want their stories being told by non-
Native artists. Another work of art would be commissioned in the future to represent the Tribe.

Naomi Strom-Avila continued the presentation, stating that the art installation was commissioned by the Port of
Tacoma in commemoration of their centennial (2018). The installation would be owned by the City and become
part of the Municipal Art Collection. Ms. Strom-Avila went on explain the meaning of the project and the design
(approved on June 19, 2020). She also presented visual renderings of the proposed artwork and other relevant
information.

The Commission asked clarifying questions about the design and future plans for the park overall.

b. Events & Activities Update

Staff reported to the Commission of the following:

FORUM 2020 was conducted virtually and was a great success with a record number of attendees.

On September 4, there would be a virtual tour of the waterfront guided by Pretty Gritty Tours.

On November 21, there would be a virtual tour of Tacoma Now and Then.

Staff was also working with Historic Tacoma and Tacoma Historical Society on a virtual lecture series
(details to be announced later).

7. CHAIR COMMENTS

Chair Bartoy welcomed back furloughed staff and commended staff’s work on FORUM 2020. 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:37 p.m. 

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio recording of the
meeting, please visit: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67980
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Members 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair
Roger Johnson, Vice Chair 
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Jennifer Mortensen 
Alex Morganroth 
Lysa Schloesser 
Holly Stewart 
Carol Sundstrom 
Jeff Williams  

Deborah Cade, North Slope Ex-Officio 
Leah Jaggars, Wedge Ex-Officio  

Staff 
Reuben McKnight, Historic Preservation Officer
Lauren Hoogkamer, Assistant Historic Preservation Officer 
BT Doan, Office Assistant 

Date: August 26, 2020 
Location: Virtual Zoom Webinar

Commission Members in Attendance: 
Kevin Bartoy, Chair
Roger Johnson, Vice Chair
Jonathan Hart 
Sarah Hilsendeger 
Alex Morganroth  
Jennifer Mortensen 
Lysa Schloesser 
Carol Sundstrom 
Deborah Cade 

Commissioner Members Excused: 
Holly Stewart 
Leah Jaggars 

Commission Members Absent: 
Jeff Williams  

Staff Present:
Reuben McKnight
Lauren Hoogkamer 
BT Doan 

Others Present: 
N/A 

Chair Kevin Bartoy called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS

2. ROLL CALL

3. CONSENT AGENDA

The agenda was approved as submitted.

a. Approval of Minutes: May 13, 2020 and July 8, 2020

The minutes of the meetings on 5/13/2020 was approved with minor spelling corrections, and 7/8/2020 approved
as submitted.

4. DESIGN REVIEW

a. 1705 N. Steele St. (North Slope Historic District)

Mr. McKnight read the staff report as provided in the packet.

Commissioner Hart was concerned that the current porch cover had cut into the original roofline and removing it
would potentially further affect the roof appearance. The Commission discussed the concern as well as setback
requirement for the property.

Commissioner Hart made a motion: “I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the

MINUTES (Draft)
Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Planning and Development Services Department
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application for 1705 N. Steel Street with a condition that the porch roof is removed.” Commissioner Mortensen
seconded the motion.  

Commissioner Sundstrom suggested an addition to the motion, requiring enclosed risers for the steps headed to 
the porch. The Commission concurred.  

The amended motion passed unanimously. 

5. PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS

a. 811 N. Ainsworth – enforcement work plan

Mr. McKnight reviewed background information and major occurrences of the application since its original
submittal in 2016, as well as relevant decisions that the Commission had made. Comments had also been
received from the property’s neighbors indicating concerns and frustration.

Commissioner Cade wanted more information on what had been done to “stabilize the lot,” and felt that the
timeline proposed by the applicant was rather aggressive.

Commissioner Hart made a motion: “I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application to
the next meeting, in hope of getting the applicant in front of us.” Vice Chair Johnson seconded the motion.

Commissioner Hilsendeger asked about the procedures to be followed if the applicant continued to not meet
deadlines or requirements. Mr. McKnight responded that, in such case, penalties would be reinstated. He would
communicate issues that the Commission had raised to the applicant.

The presented motion passed unanimously.

Additionally, Chair Bartoy would like staff to update the neighbors about the status of the application.

b. Events & Activities Update

Ms. Hoogkamer informed to the Commission of the following:

The virtual kayak tour of the waterfront guided by Pretty Gritty Tours was in place for September 4.

Speakers were being scheduled for the virtual lecture series; more information to come.

The virtual events of last quarter, excluding FORUM 2020, accumulated over 11,000 viewers.

6. CHAIR COMMENTS

In regards to meeting schedule, the Commission would resume meeting twice a month. Administrative reviews 
would continue in the way they were being done during COVID-19, i.e. 24-hour review for minor projects and 3-
day review for those requiring more consideration. Staff was to prepare more materials on this subject for the 
Commission to review at the following meeting.  

Chair Bartoy asked staff to follow up on a required training that members of the Commission were supposed to 
complete, ensuring the Commission’s compliance with the City’s policy. 

The recent announcement by the Archdiocese of Seattle pertaining Holy Rosary Church’s viability was also 
mentioned. While the parish was deemed unviable, the preservation of the church structure might be attainable. 

The meeting was adjourned at 6:28 p.m. 

*These minutes are not a direct transcription of the meeting, but rather a brief capture. For full-length audio recording of the
meeting, please visit: http://www.cityoftacoma.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=67980
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Landmarks Preservation Commission
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STAFF REPORT September 9, 2020

NOMINATIONS TO THE TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES – PUBLIC HEARING

General Procedural Notes: 
The Landmarks Preservation Commission will hear public comments today regarding a nomination to the Tacoma 
Register of Historic Places. 

Tacoma Register listing follows procedures defined in 13.07.050, and consists of a minimum of two separate 
Commission meetings.  The initial meeting determines whether the property meets the threshold criteria in the ordinance 
for age and integrity.  If the Commission finds that the age and integrity standards are met, then the Commission may 
move to have the nomination scheduled for a public hearing and comment period, at which the public may enter 
comments into the record for consideration.  Following the comment period, the Commission may deliberate on the 
nomination for up to 45 days before recommending to City Council listing on the register, or denying the nomination.   

The purpose of this hearing is to hear public comment to help the Commission determine whether the nominated 
property meets the criteria for designation and should be scheduled for City Council. 

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  201 & 205 North Yakima Ave. (Wahlgren’s Florist Shop & House) 
Marshall McClintock, Historic Tacoma 

BACKGROUND 
The Wahlgren house, at 205 N. Yakima Avenue, was built before 1902 and the Wahlgren Florist Shop, at 201 N. 
Yakima Avenue, was built in 1949. The house and shop are within the boundaries of the 1977 Stadium-Seminary 
Washington Heritage and National Register Historic Districts. Both of these structures have been nominated to the 
Tacoma Register of Historic Places by Historic Tacoma.  The owner opposes this nomination. 

PREVIOUS ACTIONS 
On April 22, 2020, the Landmarks Preservation Commission reviewed a historic property assessment report 
prepared on behalf of the ownership as required by TMC 13.12.570.B for demolition of structures located within a 
National Register Historic District.  Both buildings are planned for removal to make way for new development.   

The Historic Property Assessment report determined that the properties did not appear to meet the criteria for 
designation.  The florist shop, at 201 N Yakima, was determined to lack historic integrity, primarily based on the 
lack of ornamentation and the removal of the few character defining features of the building, including the 
covering/removal of the Vitrolite cladding on the parapet and removal of the distinctive neon sign.  Likewise, the 
report asserted that the house at 205 N Yakima has undergone numerous alterations, which, although not 
necessarily affecting its status as a contributing structure within the National Register district, affects its eligibility as 
an individually designated property.  The report did not find the association with the Wahlgren family historically 
significant. 

At that meeting, the Commission disagreed with the Assessment report recommendations and found that the 
properties should be formally considered for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  This 
recommendation was based on the following: 

The Commission determined that 201 N Yakima appears to meet Criterion B, for its association with the
Wahlgren family, which constructed and operated the flower shop for many years, C, as a significant example
of midcentury commercial design, with the possibility that the original Vitrolite glass parapet is intact beneath
the existing metal cladding, and F as a familiar visual feature at the intersection of Yakima and North 2nd.
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The Commission determined that the house at 205 N Yakima, despite alterations (some of which were made
over 50 years ago) appears to meet Criterion B, for its close association with the Wahlgren family and the
florist business.

The Landmarks Commission recommendation to formally consider these properties as City Landmarks is pending 
review at the Infrastructure, Planning and Sustainability Committee. 

CURRENT ACTION 
On May 27, 2020, Historic Tacoma submitted an independent nomination for both properties to the Historic 
Preservation Office.  Upon request of the owner, a 30-day review period was granted.  A response letter from the 
owner’s representative is included in the packet, as well as a letter from Fred Wahlgren to the current owner.  On 
August 12, 2020 the Commission conducted a preliminary review of the nomination and voted to schedule it for a 
public hearing on September 9. 

REQUESTED ACTION 
The purpose of this hearing is to receive public comment on the proposed nomination. 

EFFECTS OF NOMINATION 
Future changes to the exterior will require approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission prior to those
changes being made, to ensure historical and architectural appropriateness.

Unnecessary demolition of properties listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places is strongly discouraged by
the municipal code, and requires approval of the Landmarks Preservation Commission.

Future renovations of listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places may qualify for the Special Tax Valuation
property tax incentive.

The property will become eligible for the Historic Conditional Use Permit.

STANDARDS 

The shop and house at 201 and 205 N. Yakima Avenue are nominated under the following criteria: 

Criterion A for its association with the major flower and bulb growing industry in and around Tacoma from the
1920s to the 1960s.

Criterion B for its association with the lives of persons and communities significant to Tacoma's past. It is
associated with Harry Nash, a Washington Territory pioneer who established a thriving Tacoma butcher and
meat market business. It is also associated as the residence and business site of Swedish immigrant Fred P.
Wahlgren, his wife Dora, and their children Lillian M. and Fred G., who all operated a successful florist
business at the site for some 68 years.

Criterion C for embodying for embodying the distinctive characteristics of a type and period. The florist shop
at 201 N. Yakima Avenue is an example of Modernist-style commercial architecture. The house at 205 N.
Yakima Avenue has undergone some alterations since its initial construction; it is nominated as an example
of the Free Classic variant of the Queen Anne-style found in modest, early 20th Century residences.

Criterion F. Wahlgren's Florist shop at 210 N. Yakima has been a prominent feature of the corner of
N. Yakima Avenue and N. 2nd Street since its construction in 1949.

RECOMMENDATION 
Following the public hearing, staff recommends that comments be reviewed and findings considered at the Commission 
meeting of September 23, 2020. 
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DESIGN REVIEW 

AGENDA ITEM 5A:  412 S. M Street (Wedge Neighborhood Historic District)
Reid Carr, Owner 

BACKGROUND 
Built in 1916, this is a contributing property in the Wedge Neighborhood North Slope Historic District. The owner is 
seeking approval to demolish the existing garage, which is not a character-defining feature of the property, and replace it 
with a new 36’x14’ garage. The new garage will include workshop space, as well as wood siding to match the main 
home, aluminum clad windows with wood frames, and a smooth-faced fiberglass garage door.  

ACTION REQUESTED
Approval of the above scope of work, 

STANDARDS  
Design Guidelines for the Wedge Neighborhood Historic District: Garages & Parking and New 
Construction 

1. Alley accessed parking is the typical and predominant residential parking configuration in the district.
Residential driveways and garages facing the street are typically only appropriate when there is no alley access,
or other site constraints prevent alley accessed parking (such as a corner lot).

2. Minimize views of parking and garages from the public right-of-way. Parking areas and garages should be
set toward the rear of the lot to minimize visibility from primary rights of way. Parking lots and banks of garage
doors along the front facade of a building do not conform to the character of the neighborhood. Where it is not
possible to locate a parking structure to conceal it from view, it should be set well back from the front plane of the
primary structure on the property. Off-street parking lots have no historic precedent in the residential areas of the
neighborhoods and should be located behind the building and away from the street.

3. New accessory structures such as garages and detached accessory dwelling units should utilize a
similar material palette and configuration to historic primary structures on the lot. New accessory
structures should meet the guidelines for new construction exterior materials, windows and roof form and shape.
Garages should orient vehicle doors to the alley when possible and maintain a simple roof plan

4. Goal: Balance the overall height of new construction with that of nearby structures. Guideline: New buildings
should be comparable in height to adjacent structures. Buildings that are substantially taller or shorter than the
adjacent historic buildings should be avoided.

5. Goal: Relate the size and proportions of new buildings and their architectural elements to those of the
neighborhood.

Guideline: Building facades should be of a scale compatible with surrounding buildings and maintain a
comparable setback from the property line to adjacent buildings, as permitted by applicable zoning regulations.

6. Goal: Break up the facades of buildings into smaller varied masses comparable to those contributing buildings in
the residential historic districts. Guideline: Variety of forms is a distinguishing characteristic of the North Slope
and Wedge residential communities. Smaller massing–the arrangement of facade details, such as projections
and recesses–and porches all help to articulate the exterior of the structure and help the structure fit into the
neighborhood. Avoid large, blank planar surfaces.

7. Goal: Emphasize entrances to structures.
Guideline: Entrances should be located on the front facade of the building and highlighted with architectural
details, such as raised platforms, porches, or porticos to draw attention to the entry. Entrances not located on the
front facade should be easily recognizable from the street.
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8. Goal: Utilize traditional roof shapes, pitches, and compatible finish materials on all new structures, porches,
additions, and detached outbuildings wherever such elements are visible from the street. Maintain the present
roof pitches of existing contributing buildings where such elements are visible from the street.

Guideline:
1. Shape and Pitch: Typically, the existing historic buildings in the districts either have gable roofs with the

slopes of the roofs between 5:12 to 12:12 or more and with the pitch oriented either parallel to or
perpendicular to the public right-of-way or have hipped roofs with roof slopes somewhat lower.

2. Architectural Elements: Most roofs also have architectural details, such as cross gables, dormers, and/or
“widow’s walks” to break up the large sloped planes of the roof. Wide roof overhangs, decorative eaves or
brackets, and cornices can be creatively used to enhance the appearance of the roof.

3. Materials: Roofs that are shingle or appear to be shingle, or composition roofs, are the typical historic
material compatible with the district. Seam metal may be an acceptable material for simple roof structures.
Slate, faux slate and terra cotta tiles are not appropriate for the districts.

9. Goals: Use compatible materials that respect the visual appearance of the surrounding buildings. Buildings in
the North Slope and Wedge Neighborhoods were sided with shingles or with lapped, horizontal wood siding of
various widths. Subsequently, a few compatible brick or stucco- covered structures were constructed, although
many later uses of these two materials do not fit the character of the neighborhood.

Guideline:
1. New structures should utilize exterior materials similar in type, pattern, configuration and appearance to

those typically found in the neighborhood.

2. Stucco, especially commercial EIFS systems like Dryvit, is not acceptable for the historic district.

3. Faux materials, such as vinyl or metal siding, are not acceptable for the historic district.

4. Certain siding patterns, including board and batten and panel, are not historically common in the district and
should not be used.

5. Cementitious products, such as Hardiplank, may be acceptable in the district if installed in a historically
correct pattern (for example, horizontal lapped siding or shingle). In such cases, the product used shall be
smooth in texture (faux wood grain finish is NOT acceptable).

6. Engineered products for trim and molding, if demonstrated to be similar in appearance to painted wood, may
be an environmentally responsible substitute for wood on new structures. In such cases, the applicant should
demonstrate to the Commission, via product literature and material samples, that the product is compatible.

10. Goals: Respect the patterns and orientations of door and window openings, as represented in the neighboring
buildings. Window and door proportions (including the design of sash and frames), floor heights, floor shapes,
roof shapes and pitches, and other elements of the building exterior should relate to the scale of the
neighborhood.

Guideline:
1. Placement. Typically, older buildings have doors and transoms that matched the head height of the adjacent

windows. New structures should utilize this pattern.

2. Doors. Doors should be or appear to be paneled and/or contain glazed openings.

3. Windows. New structures should utilize existing historic window patterns in their design. Windows should be
vertically oriented. Large horizontal expanses of glass may be created by ganging two or more windows into
a series. Historically, the typical window in the district was a double hung sash window. Casement windows
were commonly used for closets, nooks, and less commonly, as a principal window type in a structure. Many
double hung sash windows had the upper sash articulated into smaller panels, either with muntin bars,
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leaded glazing, or arches. Commonly, windows were also surrounded with substantial trim pieces or window 
head trim. 

ANALYSIS 
1. This property is in the Wedge Neighborhood Historic District and, as such and, is subject to review by the Landmarks

Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047 for exterior modifications.

2. The existing garage has no character defining features.

3. The proposed garage is alley-accessed and sited towards the rear of the lot.

4. The proposed garage will be minimally visible from the right of way.

5. The proposed garage utilizes a similar material palette as the main home.

6. The garage height and size is compatible with the district and the existing house.

7. The garage design is compatible with the district and comparable to neighboring garages.

RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the application. 

Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 412 S. M Street as submitted. 

Recommended language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 412 S. M Street, pending submittal of [cite 
additional information needed to review application]. 

Recommended language for denial: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application for 412 S. M. Street, based on the following 
[cite design guidelines.] 

PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS 

AGENDA ITEM 6A:  811 N. Ainsworth (Enforcement) 
Staff 

BACKGROUND 
Built in 1890, this was a contributing structure in the North Slope Historic District. On May 11, 2016, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission approved a new addition and garage. On May 4, 2017, staff approved an 18-month extension 
for the Certificate of Approval. On October 11, 2018, the Landmarks Preservation Commission approved a design 
amendment for the new garage.  

The following is an overview of subsequent actions: 
On March 14, 2019, a violation for exceeding the allowed permit was issued for the partial demolition of the
historic house.
On May 22, 2019, the applicant briefed the Commission on a proposed new design. The Commission
commented that the proposal was too large and the design was out of context with what was previously
approved, as well as the neighboring homes. The Commission advised that the applicant should design a
structure consistent with the design for the previously approved remodel of the historic home. However, due to
current development standards, specifically setbacks, some redesign would be required to meet code.
On September 6, 2019, administrative approval was granted for the removal of the remaining façade to alleviate
neighborhood safety concerns.
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On September 25, 2019, the Commission was briefed on a potential design for new construction. The
Commission at that time reiterated the position that the previously approved plan set with the original house and
addition should be the guide for the replacement structure in size and form.

In March 2020, the City renewed the enforcement process for the unpermitted demolition, and requested a plan of action 
to resolve the code violation, including permitting and approval timelines for replacement structure. This plan of action is 
presented to the Commission for review, and if appropriate, approval. 

SUMMARY OF CURRENT REQUEST 
The applicant proposes the following:

1. Submittal of completed plans for a replacement structure to the Commission review in time for the November 11,
2020 Commission meeting with approval targeted for December 9.

2. Permit set submitted to Planning and Development Services by end of 2020.
3. Initiate construction January 2021.
4. Completion between April and August 2021.

ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of plan of action.  

AGENDA ITEM 6B:  Administrative Review Procedures
Staff 

At its meeting of May 13, 2020, the Commission voted to adopt enhanced administrative review procedures to mitigate 
the effects from COVID-19, including furloughed staff and reduced meeting frequency.  The procedures (included in the 
packet) provided for a three day expedited administrative review of certain identified “minor” projects, in which project 
HDR applications are posted publicly for review prior to issuance of approval. 

Although the furloughed staff has returned and the Commission has resumed its normal schedule, meetings are 
anticipated to continue to be conducted virtually through the end of 2020.  At the meeting of August 26, it was agreed 
that a review of the temporary procedures should be conducted. 

Discussion questions include: 
1. Has the policy been effective?
2. Should the expanded administrative review continue?
3. If so, are there changes that should be made to improve the process?
4. If it should be continued, what is the duration?

ACTION REQUESTED 
Discussion and direction.

AGENDA ITEM 6C:  Events & Activities Update
Staff 

2020 Events 
1. Virtual Heritage Café: Broadening Horizons in Historic Preservation

a) Lawrence Kreisman: The Arts & Crafts Movement in the PNW (6pm, September 17th)
b) Amber Hayword: Twulshootseed Language Revitalization in the Puyallup Tribal Community (6pm,

October 15th)
c) Tamiko Nimura, Documenting Tacoma’s African American and Japanese American History (6pm,

November 19th)
d) Jackie Peterson, TBA
e) Second Use & Earthwise: Salvage Stories (6pm, January 21st)

2. Virtual Tour Tacoma: Then & now (8pm, on Pretty Gritty Tours Facebook/YouTube, November 21st)
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Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

7 4 7  M a r k e t  S t r e e t   R o o m  3 4 5   T a c o m a  W A  9 8 4 0 2 - 3 7 9 3   2 5 3 . 5 9 1 . 5 2 5 4

Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

TACOMA REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NOMINATION FORM 

This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050.  Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.

PART 1:  PROPERTY INFORMATION (for ‘HELP’ press the F1 key) 

04/2017

Property Name

Historic 
Name

Wahlgren’s Florist shop & Wahlgren 
house

Common 
Name

201 & 205 N. Yakima Avenue 

Location

Street Address 201 & 205 North Yakima Avenue Zip 98403

Parcel No. 2032150040 Legal Description and Plat or Addition: Lots 10,11 and 12, Block 3216, Map of New
Tacoma, W.T., which was filed for record in the office of the Pierce 
County Auditor February 3, 1876, records of Pierce County, Washington; 
Together with that portion of vacated alley which attaches by operation of 
law. Situated in the County of Pierce, State of Washington.
Section 32 Township 21 Range 03 Quarter 42 : NEW TACOMA

Nominated Elements
Please indicate below significant elements of the property that are included in the nomination by checking the 
appropriate box(es) below. These elements should be described specifically in the narrative section of this form. 

Principal Structure Site

Historic Additions Historic Landscaping, Fencing, Walkways, etc. 

Accessory Buildings/Outbuildings Interior Spaces/Other (inventory in narrative) 

Owner of Property

Name A&A PROPERTY HOLDINGS LLC 

Address 1020 S 344TH ST STE 201 City Federal Way State WA Zip 98003

Is the owner the sponsor of this nomination? If not, 
please provide evidence that the owner has been 
contacted.

Yes No

Owner Signature, if possible:

Form Preparer

Name/Title Kathleen Brooker Company/Organization Historic Tacoma 

Address P.O. Box 7664 City Tacoma State WA Zip 98417

Phone (206) 619-9115 Email kbrooker1@gmail.com

Nomination Checklist—Attachments
$100 Filing Fee (payable to City Treasurer) Continuation Sheets 

Site Map (REQUIRED) Historical Plans 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission 
Tacoma Community and Economic Development Department 

7 4 7  M a r k e t  S t r e e t   R o o m  3 4 5   T a c o m a  W A  9 8 4 0 2 - 3 7 9 3   2 5 3 . 5 9 1 . 5 2 5 4  

Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

Photographs (REQUIRED): please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index

Other (please indicate): FOR OFFICE USE 

Last Deed of Title (REQUIRED): this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company

Date Received _____________

Fee Paid _____________
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Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page __ of __ 

Narrative (continued) 

PART 2:  PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 

Extent of Changes
Please summarize the changes that have been made to the original plan, exterior, materials, cladding, windows, interior, and other
significant elements by selecting the choices below. If the property has been previously documented, these may be indicated on the
Washington State Historic Property Inventory Form. These changes should be described specifically in the narrative section of this
form.

Original Materials Intact Original Materials Intact 

Plan (i.e.: no additions to footprint , relocation of walls, or 
roof plan) Yes No

Interior (woodwork, finishes, flooring, 
fixtures) Yes No

Original cladding/exterior materials Yes No Other elements Yes No

Windows (no replacement windows or replacement sashes) Yes No

Physical Description Narrative
Describe in detail the original (if known) and present physical appearance, condition and architectural characteristics of the site
(context, location), exterior (all four walls), and interior. Please include a list of known alterations and their dates (use additional
sheets if necessary).

See Appendix I 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission
Nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places Page __ of __ 

Narrative Continuation 

PART 3:  HISTORICAL OR CULTURAL SIGNIFICANCE 

Criteria for Designation

Tacoma Municipal Code recognizes six criteria of eligibility for inclusion on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.  Please select 
any that apply to this property, for which there is documented evidence included in this nomination form. 

A Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or 

B Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or 

C Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a 
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may 
lack individual distinction; or 

D Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or 

E Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within the period 
of significance of the adjacent structure; or 

F Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual feature of 
the neighborhood or City. 

Historical Data (if known) 

Date(s) of Construction 1902, 1949 Other Date(s) of Significance 1928, 1934, 1949, 1950 

Architect(s) N/A Builder

J.E. Darling, 
Ray R. Kelly Engineer N/A

Architectural 
Style(s) Queen Anne, Modernist Material(s) wood, masonry 

Statement of Significance 
Describe in detail the chronological history of the property and how it meets the criteria for the Register of Historic Places. Please 
provide a summary in the first paragraph that lists the relevant criteria (use additional sheets if necessary). This section should
include a thorough narrative of the property’s history, context, occupants, and uses.  If using a Multiple Property Nomination that
is already on record, or another historical context narrative, please reference it by name and source. 
See Appendix II and Appendix III 
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May 26, 2020 

A & A Property Holdings LLC 
1020 S. 344th Street, Suite 201 
Federal Way, 98003-8711 

RE:  201-205 North Yakima Ace.  Tacoma WA 

To Whom It May Concern: 

Historic Tacoma is a non-profit preservation advocacy organization.  We are 
submitting a nomination to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places for your 
property at 201-205 North Yakima Avenue, parcel #2032150040.  We believe 
that both the house and floral shop are eligible for landmark designation. 

If you have concerns about this application, please rely to 
info@historictacoma.org or to my attention at Historic Tacoma, PO Bpx 7664, 
Tacoma WA 98417. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen Brooker 
President 
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

































































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






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



























































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

























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Temporary Expanded Administrative Review Procedures

In response to a temporary reduction in staff resources due to COVID-19 and the corresponding 
reduction in the frequency of Landmarks Preservation Commission meetings, the administrative review 
policies of the Commission are temporarily expanded, as follows: 

1. Existing procedures in the Bylaws for Types I (email notice to commission and 24 hour review
time) and II Administrative Review (staff review) will remain in effect.

2. New procedures.
a. When a project that is determined suitable for Expanded Administrative Review is

received by the Historic Preservation Office, the design documents shall be posted to
the historic preservation website.

b. Staff will notify the Commission of a pending Expanded Administrative Review with a
link to the design documents.  Any Commissioner may request formal agenda review
within three business days; otherwise, the application will be approved or amended and
approved by staff.

c. Applicants may request a review by the full Commission at the next available agenda,
should there be disagreement with the staff’s assessment.

d. Types of Projects appropriate for Expanded Administrative Review:
Alterations, construction or removal of accessory structures (garages)
Minor alterations to porches, balconies and decks, such as replacement or
restoration of balusters, stairs and columns
Residential work contained within the rear or side yards
Window replacement on secondary elevations, including originals when there is 1)
clear evidence of deterioration and there is no change to configuration, or 2) the
replacement is required due to interior plan changes to the home, AND the
replacement meets the guidelines for materials.
Work on City Landmarks that is exempt from a building permit, and site
improvements that do not affect the historic structure.
Signs, provided that the attachment method is appropriate and the installation does
not obscure architectural features
Staff may recommend Expanded Administrative Review for other projects that the
HPO determines to be minor.

3. These procedures will be in effect until the Landmarks Commission resumes its normal meeting
schedule.
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