
2020 Innovative Grants Rating Criteria 

Rating Overview: 

Projects that the review committee determines as meeting expectations in all categories will be 

funded on a first-come, first-served basis and as long as funding is available. In the case where 

more applications are eligible than the program is able to fund during a monthly review, the 

project with the highest numerical score will be prioritized for funding.  

The review committee may also require applicants to make specific adjustments or additions to 

their proposals in order to receive full funding, which will be requested in writing to the 

applicant after review. 

Applicants who are not successful in meeting expectations in all rating categories will receive a 

written response from the review committee explaining their determination, including 

suggestions for adjusting the project proposal in order to be become eligible during future 

review periods, if funding is available. So long as the application period is open, projects that 

previously had not met expectations will be considered for review as revisions are received. 

Scoring Scale: 

1= Does not meet expectations  Project does not meet basic program requirements. Failure 

to meet individual program criteria disqualifies the project for funding.  

2= Meets expectations  Project meets basic program requirements and is eligible for funding. 

3= Exceeds expectations   Project exceeds expectations in the given category and is highly 

innovative in approach. 

Scoring Areas: 

Category 1- Does not Meet 
Expectations 

2-Criteria to meet 
expectations 

3-Exceeds expectations 

Innovation Project routinely occurs 
and has the opportunity 
to be funded or 
supported by other 
means  

Project includes a new 
approach to achieve its 
goals or leverages 
success of past efforts  

Project includes a new 
approach to achieve its 
goals, leverages success 
of past efforts and aligns 
with best practices for 
success in a given project 
area 

Community 
Involvement 

Project has limited 
stakeholders or requires 
membership or 
affiliation with a certain 
group in order to 

Project includes 
stakeholders at various 
stages of the project 
and is widely available 
to the public. 

Wide variety of 
stakeholders are co-
producing all parts of the 
project and participation 
is easily accessible to the 
public. 



participate in the 
project.  

Community 
Impact 

Project does not solve a 
problem or issue and 
does not have a broad 
impact. 

Demonstrates a 
solution to a problem 
or issue and/or has a 
broad impact. 

Supports underserved 
and racially diverse 
communities in solving a 
problem or creating a 
broad community impact. 

Financial 
feasibility 

Provided budget is not 
realistic or excludes 
significant costs 
required to make the 
project happen. 

The project budget is 
adequate to support 
the project proposal. 

The project utilizes 
multiple funding sources, 
including in-kind 
donations, in order to be 
fiscally responsible and 
effective. 

Ability to 
complete 

Project timeline does 
not meet requirements 
of grant completion or 
project organizers have 
not identified key 
resources needed. 

Project has adequate 
support from the 
community, including 
financial and needed 
subject matter experts, 
in order to execute on 
the proposed timeline. 

Not applicable 

 

 


