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INFORMATION ABOUT VIRTUAL MEETINGS 

In response to social distancing recommendations -19 pandemic, this meeting will be conducted 
virtually. The meeting can be attended at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88592995176, or by dialing +1 (253) 215-8782  and entering 
the meeting ID 885 9299 5176 when prompted. 

Microphones will be muted and cameras turned off for all participants during the meeting, except for the Commissioners and 
presenters.

The public may submit general comments in writing prior to the meeting, by 4:00 p.m., on July 28th, comment during the meeting 
on regular agenda items for which a hearing has not already been held. Please e-mail your comments to 
landmarks@cityoftacoma.org, put in the subject line “LPC Meeting 7/28/21”, and clearly indicate which agenda item(s) you are 
addressing. 

1. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF INDIGENOUS LANDS

2. ROLL CALL

3. CONSENT AGENDA
A. Excusal of Absences

4. DEMOLITION REVIEW Page # Time

A. Jackson Hall, 314 Martin Luther King Jr. Way Ellen Mirro, Studio TJP 10m 

5. DESIGN REVIEW
A. 2108 Commerce Street (Union Depot/Warehouse

Historic District)
Brewery Blocks Gateway Sign Structure Only

Ryan Summers, Horizon Partners NW 5m

6. PRESERVATION PLANNING & BOARD BUSINESS

A. Proposed College Park Historic District Review Schedule Staff 10m

7. CHAIR COMMENTS

Agenda
Landmarks Preservation Commission
Planning and Development Services Department 

Date:       July 28, 2021
Time:       5:30 p.m. 
Location:  Virtual (see below) 
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Landmarks Preservation Commission
Planning & Development Services Department
 

 

747 Market Street, Suite 345  Tacoma, Washington 98402  Phone (253) 591-5030  Fax (253) 591-5433
 

STAFF REPORT  July 28, 2021
 
DEMOLITION REVIEW

AGENDA ITEM 4A:  Jackson Hall, 314 Martin Luther King Jr. Way
Staff

PROPOSAL 
The City of Tacoma has received a request to demolish the building at 314 Martin Luther King Jr. Way, which requires 
review by the Historic Preservation Office. Upon staff review, the determination was made that the building may meet the 
criteria for listing on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, and the applicant was requested to complete a Historic 
Property Assessment Report for review by the Landmarks Preservation Commission, which is included in the packet.  
 
ABOUT THE PROPERTY 
Jackson Hall, was constructed in 1945, as a new, stand-alone building to contain dormitories, classrooms, and an 
auditorium for the Tacoma General Hospital School of Nursing. The building was designed by well-known architects 
Mock & Morrison. The nursing school closed in 1979, after which the building came to be known as Jackson Hall Medical 
Center and housed private medical offices and the education center of Tacoma General Hospital. The building currently 
contains offices and clinics associated with the MultiCare hospital system, private medical practices, and a laboratory 
serving both MultiCare facilities and other medical establishments. 
 
The property is not listed on any historic register. In 2015 the Washington State Department of Archaeology & Historic 
Preservation determined that the building was not eligible for a National Register listing, nor was it located in a potential 
historic district, nor did it have the potential to contribute to a historic district. This determination was based on an 
inventory survey report prepared in 2014 as part of the FTA Sound Transit Tacoma Link Expansion project.  The 
evaluation concluded that the property met none of the National Register criteria, and had lost integrity due to extensive 
renovations, including replacement of windows and doors and the construction of two additions. This evaluation is 
included in the board packet. 
 
REGULATORY BACKGROUND 
In October 2019, the City Council adopted a revised set of cultural resources regulations that were recommended by the 
Landmarks Preservation Commission and the Planning Commission. Among those recommendations was the 
establishment of a process for the review of demolition of certain structures.  
 
Tacoma Municipal Code (TMC) 13.12.570 requires that demolition that affects structures that are 50 years of age or 
greater at the time of permit application, and that involve demolition of 4,000 gross square feet or more on a parcel, are 
reviewed by the Historic Preservation Officer.   
 
The code states: 
 

(TMC 13.12.570.B.5) If the Historic Preservation Officer determines that the affected structures possess historic 
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and are likely eligible for 
listing on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, or if the affected properties are already listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places, the applicant will be directed to prepare a Historic Property Assessment Report, 
which shall be prepared at the expense of the applicant by a qualified historic preservation consultant, and which 
shall contain: 

a. A narrative statement which assesses the historical or cultural significance of the property, in terms of 
the Designation Criteria listed in TMC 13.07.050; and 

b. A narrative statement which assesses the physical condition of the property and includes an architectural 
description; and 
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c. Specific language indicating which improvements on the site are eligible for historic designation 
according to the Designation Criteria, including any significant interior features within publicly owned 
buildings; and 

d. A complete legal description; and 
e. A description of the character-defining features and architectural elements that contribute to the historic 

character of the property. 
 
(TMC 13.12.570.B.6). The Historic Property Assessment Report shall be forwarded to the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission for its review. If the Commission finds that the affected properties should be included 
in the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, it shall transmit such a recommendation to the appropriate Council 
Committee for concurrence. 

 
ACTION REQUESTED 
The Commission’s is requested to determine whether 1) whether the property is eligible for the Tacoma Register of 
Historic Places, and 2) whether the property “should” be listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places.   

CRITERIA  
The demolition review regulations direct the applicant to submit a Historic Assessment Report that addresses the 
potential eligibility of a property using the criteria for designation to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places, as an 
individual landmark.  
 
The criteria are twofold.  The threshold criteria for Tacoma Register listing are listed at 13.07.040.B.1, and include: 

1. Property is at least 50 years old at the time of nomination; and, 

2. The property retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association such 
that it is able to convey its historical, cultural, or architectural significance. 

 
If the threshold criteria are met, the property is reviewed for significance using the Designation Criteria, which include:  

A. Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history; or  
 

B. Is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or  
 

C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or represents the work of a    
master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose 
components may lack individual distinction; or  
 

D. Has yielded or may be likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history; or  
 

E. Abuts a property that is already listed on the Tacoma Register of Historic Places and was constructed within the 
period of significance of the adjacent structure; or  
 

F. Is already individually listed on the National Register of Historic Places; or  
 

G. Owing to its unique location or singular physical characteristics, represents an established and familiar visual 
feature of the neighborhood or City. 

 
ANALYSIS 
The following is staff’s general analysis: 
 

1. At 76 years old the property meets the age threshold criterion of 50 years.  
 

2. Condition and integrity assessment. According to Studio TJP’s report, the building is in overall good physical 
condition. The exterior materials include: 

 Both non-original membrane roofing and original clay tile roofing. 
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 Original brick veneer and remaining decorative terra cotta trim. The original brick is a variegated buff-toned 
rug-cut brick laid in a running bond pattern with some soldier courses and some stack header bond for 
decorative effect on the eastern façade. 

 Replacement windows with metal sash. 
 Concrete basement walls and porch stairs. 

 
3. Criteria:  

A. It is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. The subject building is associated with the development of Tacoma General Hospital and the 
healthcare industry in Tacoma and the Puget Sound region, and is significantly associated with the 
development of nursing education in Washington State. The nursing program was the first of its kind in 
Washington State. It was also rare to have a stand-alone building purpose-built for a school of nursing; 
other contemporary nursing programs were contained in existing hospital, college, and university facilities.  
 
It is not certain whether the building can convey this significance, due to the number of alterations the 
building has undergone since 1969. All common rooms used for teaching have been altered and 
subdivided, and none of the dormitory circulation patterns or room divisions are still evident in the building 
plan. 
 
The 2015 NR assessment done for National Register eligibility specifically concluded that the building did 
not meet this criterion, in addition to the other National Register criteria. 
 

4. Other considerations:   
a. Based upon recent guidance from City Council, it is staff’s recommendation that the Landmarks 

Commission analysis of this property should consider both the historic significance of the existing 
structure, as well as the public benefit of designation of the structure to the historic register. In particular, 
whether there are alternative approaches or mitigation strategies that would be appropriate in this case, 
if the Commission determines that the building is historically significant.  

b. Lastly, for buildings that are planned for redevelopment, it is staff’s recommendation that a high 
threshold for significance and integrity should be met for the Commission to recommend formal 
designation consideration. 

 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 

1. Staff recommends that the Commission find that the property does not meet the criteria for listing on the Tacoma 
Register of Historic Places.  
 

2. Staff concurs that the property retains integrity of location and setting, but does not retain integrity of design, 
materials, or feeling due to alterations from its original use, additions and replacement of windows and doors.  

 
 
DESIGN REVIEW

AGENDA ITEM 6A: 2108 Commerce Street (Union Depot/Warehouse Historic District)
Ryan Summers, Horizon Partners NW 
 
BACKGROUND 
The applicant is proposing a gateway sign for the Brewery Blocks development, located within the Union 
Depot/Warehouse Historic District. The sign would be located at the intersection of Commerce Street and 21st Street and 
would not be attached to any buildings. The metal gateway sign would be 25’x33’-4”, so that traffic can pass through it. 
At this time, the applicant is only seeking approval for the structure and will return with the sign design and content at a 
later date. 
 
ACTION REQUESTED
Approval of the above scope of work. 
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STANDARDS 
The Union Depot/Warehouse District Design Guidelines for Signs: 
 
Location and Size of Signs:  
1. Signs shall not dominate the building facades or obscure their architectural features (arches, transom panels, sills, 

moldings, cornices, windows, etc.). 
 
2. The size of signs and individual letters shall be of appropriate scale for pedestrians and slow-moving traffic. 

Projecting signs shall generally not exceed nine square feet on first floor level. 
 

3. Signs on adjacent storefronts shall be coordinated in height and proportion. Use of a continuous sign band extending 
over adjacent shops within the same building is encouraged as a unifying element. 

 
4. Portable reader board signs located on sidewalks, driveways, or in parking lots are prohibited. 

 
5. Existing historic wall signs are a contributing element within the district and should be restored or preserved in place. 

New wall signs shall generally be discouraged. 
 
Messages and Lettering Signs: 
1. Messages shall be simple and brief. The use of pictorial symbols or logos is encouraged. 

 
2. Lettering should be of a traditional block or curvilinear style which is easy to read and compatible with the style of the 

building. No more than two different styles should be used on the same sign. 
 

3. Letters shall be carefully formed and properly spaced so as to be neat and uncluttered. Generally, no more than 60 
percent of the total sign area shall be occupied by lettering. 

 
4. Lettering shall be generally flat or raised. 
 
Color: 
1. Light-colored letters on a dark-colored background are generally required as being more traditional and visually less 

intrusive in the context of the Union Station District’s predominantly red-brick streetscapes. 
 

2. Colors shall be chosen to complement, not clash with, the facade color of the building. Signs should normally contain 
not more than three different colors. 

 
Materials and Illumination: 
1. Use of durable and traditional materials (metal and wood) is strongly encouraged. All new signs shall be prepared in 

a professional manner. 
 

2. In general, illumination shall be external, non-flashing, and non-glare. 
 

3. Internal illumination is generally discouraged, but may be appropriate in certain circumstances, such as: (i) Individual 
back-lit letters silhouetted against a softly illuminated wall. (ii) Individual letters with translucent faces, containing soft 
lighting elements inside each letter. Metal-faced box signs with cut-out letters and soft-glow fluorescent tubes. (iii) 
However, such signs are generally suitable only on contemporary buildings. 

 
4. Neon signs may be permitted in exceptional cases where they are custom-designed to be compatible with the 

building’s historic and architectural character. 
 
Other Stylistic Points:  
1. The shape of a projecting sign shall be compatible with the period of the building to which it is affixed, and shall 

harmonize with the lettering and symbols chosen for it. 
 

2. Supporting brackets for projecting signs should complement the sign design, and not overwhelm or clash with it. 
They must be adequately engineered to support the intended load, and generally should conform to a 2:3 vertical-
horizontal proportion. 
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3. Screw holes must be drilled at points where the fasteners will enter masonry joints to avoid damaging bricks, etc. 
 
ANALYSIS 
1. This property is within the Union Depot/Warehouse Historic District and, as such, is subject to review by the 

Landmarks Preservation Commission pursuant to TMC 13.05.047 for exterior modifications. 
 

2. The proposed gateway sign will not be attached to a building. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends approval of the above scope of work. 
 
Recommended language for approval: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission approve the application for 2108 Commerce Street, as submitted.
 
Recommended language for deferral: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission defer the application for 2108 Commerce Street, pending submittal 
of [cite additional information needed to review application]. 
 
Recommended language for denial: 
I move that the Landmarks Preservation Commission deny the application for 2108 Commerce Street, based on the 
following [cite design guidelines.] 
 
 
PRESERVATION PLANNING/BOARD BUSINESS 
 

AGENDA ITEM 6A: Proposed College Park Neighborhood Historic District
Staff 
 
BACKGROUND 
On May 3, 2021, a resident of the “College Park” Neighborhood near the campus of the University of Puget Sound 
submitted a written request for consideration of the neighborhood as a historic special review district overlay zone. This 
would create a new Tacoma Register Historic District. On June 23, 2021, the nomination and proposed review schedule 
was presented to the Commission.  
 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of the proposed review schedule and public notice of the nomination. 
 
SUMMARY OF PROPOSAL 
The proposed area extends roughly from North 21st St to the north, to North Pine Street to the east, along North 8th to the 
south, along the eastern boundary of the University of Puget Sound Campus along Alder Street to the west, and along 
the northern boundary of the university campus on North 18th Street to North Union Avenue on the west (Figure 1). Link 
to full nomination document http://cms.cityoftacoma.org/planning/historic-preservation/districts/college-park-national-
register.pdf
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Figure 1:  Area of Proposed Historic Special Review District 

The area included within the proposed local historic district is already listed on the National Register of Historic Places 
and the Washington State Heritage Register as the College Park Historic District, added in 2017.  The nomination for the 
local register proposes to use the same boundaries as the National Register District. 
 
The College Park National Register Historic District is located in the North End, forming an inverted L shape that borders 
the University of Puget Sound campus to the north and east.  It is south of the Proctor Business District and north of 
Sixth Avenue commercial corridor.  The district is nominated as an example of a cohesive neighborhood that reflects the 
broad patterns and history of Tacoma as well as for the distinctive characteristics of its structures, which embody early 
twentieth century architecture. 
 
The period of significance in the district begins in 1890, the year of the oldest structures in the district and shortly after 
the streetcar lines were extended along Sixth Avenue to Glendale, the establishment of the Point Defiance Line along N 
21st turning north on Alder street  and the end of the N. K street line at N. 12th and Pine St. The period of significance 
ends in 1960, at which point 94% of primary structures were completed, with only a few infill structures built on 
undeveloped lots over the last sixty years.  
 
The district consists of approximately 582 structures, 509 of which are classified as “contributing” in the preliminary 
building inventory submitted with the nomination package (for the local historic register, accessory structures are not 
inventoried, and this number reflects the only the primary structures on the lot).  The district consists primarily of 
detached residences built prior to World War II, with most constructed between 1910 and 1940 with an average 
construction date of 1924. 
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The underlying zoning is presently R2-SRD in the core area of the district, with a small area of R3 south of North 9 th

Street and R2 north of N 18th Street. 
 
The nominators propose using the existing Wedge-North Slope Historic District Design Guidelines, with certain district 
specific amendments, as the basis for project review. 
 
REVIEW SCHEDULE (TENTATIVE) 
Below is a tentative review schedule (schedule may change due to unforeseen circumstances). 
 

Date Items Action
6/23/21  Introduction of Nomination Request 

 Staff report on review schedule 
 

Guidance and feedback

7/28/21  Adoption/modification of review schedule
Approve public notice of nomination.

Approval

8/11/21 Review District Significance and Landmarks 
Designation Criteria
Public Information Session (after regular Commission 
meeting) 
 

Guidance and direction 

8/25/21  Review proposed district boundaries and contributing 
buildings inventory 

 Discuss proposed guidelines (existing Wedge/NSHD 
Guidelines) 
 

Guidance and direction 

9/8/21  Public Information Session (after regular Commission 
meeting) 
 

 

None

10/13/21  Presentation of proposed recommendations
 

Guidance and direction, 
Approve for public 
distribution, Set Hearing 
Date. 
 

11/10/21  Public Hearing on Recommendations 
 

None

12/8/21  Review of testimony 
 Staff Issues/Observations

 

Guidance and direction 

1/12/22  Findings and Recommendations 
Final recommendation to Planning Commission
 

Adoption of Findings and 
recommendation 

 
ACTION REQUESTED 
Approval of the proposed review schedule and public notice. 
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AGENDA ITEM 6B:  Events & Activities Update
Staff 
 
2021 Events 

1. Puyallup Tribe Traditional Place Names Video Series (TBA) 
2. How Tacoma was Shaped Video Series 

I. How Fire Shaped Tacoma (July) 
II. How Art Shaped Tacoma (October, Arts Month) 

3. Broadening Horizons Heritage Café Series (Third Thursdays online): 
I. The 70s Turn 50 by State Architectural Historian Michael Houser (Aug. 19th @ 6pm)

II. Historic Seattle & Forterra: Affordable Housing/Acquisition Strategies (Sept. 16th @ 4pm) 
III. Tacoma’s LGBQT History by the Rainbow Center (January 20th, 2022 TBD) 
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Location

Address: 314 Martin Luther King Jr Way, Tacoma, WA 98405

Tax No/Parcel No: 2003220011

Geographic Areas: Pierce Certified Local Government, Tacoma Certified Local Government, Pierce County, 
T21R03E32, TACOMA NORTH Quadrangle

Information
Number of stories: 4

Historic Context:

Category

Architecture

Historic Use:

Category Subcategory

Domestic Domestic - Institutional Housing

Domestic Domestic - Institutional Housing

Construction Type Year Circa

Built Date 1945

Remodel 1969

Remodel 1980

Construction Dates:

Historic Property Report
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Project Number, Organization, 
Project Name

Resource Inventory SHPO Determination SHPO Determined By, 
Determined Date

071714-03-FTA, FTA, Sound 
Transit, Tacoma Link Expansion

9/10/2014 Determined Not Eligible  , 1/29/2015

2015-01-00009, , Tacoma Link 
Expansion

 

Local Registers and Districts

Name Date Listed Notes

Project History

Thematics:

Architect/Engineer:

Category Name or Company

Builder MacDonald Building Company

Architect Mock & Morrison

Historic Property Report
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Northeast corner

NursingSchool_Tacoma2.jpg

Front entrance detail, east elevation

Photos

NursingSchool_Tacoma.JPG

Southeast corner

Historic Property Report
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Inventory Details - 9/10/2014

Characteristics:

Category Item

Roof Material Clay Tile

Roof Material Asphalt/Composition - Built Up

Roof Type Flat with Parapet

Form Type Commercial

Foundation Concrete - Poured

Cladding Brick

Cladding Concrete

Roof Type Hip

Plan Irregular

Structural System Masonry - Precast Concrete

Styles:

Period Style Details

Modern Movement Stripped Classical

Mid-Late 19th and Early 20th 
Century Revivals

Spanish - Baroque Revival

Detail Information

Common name: Jackson Hall Medical Building

Date recorded: 9/10/2014

Field Recorder: MaryNell Nolan-Wheatley

Field Site number: 14

SHPO Determination 071714-03-FTA determined on 1/29/2015

Surveyor Opinion

Significance narrative: The port city of Tacoma, Washington, the designated county seat of Pierce County, is 
situated on Commencement Bay (a bay of the Puget Sound) 32 miles southwest of 
Seattle. In 1852, Nicholas Delin established a water-powered sawmill on a creek that 
flowed into Commencement Bay and a small, short-lived community emerged. Job Carr, 
a veteran of the Union Army, claimed land near a lagoon adjacent to Commencement 
Bay in 1864, but a developer named Morton McCarver purchased Carr s claim in 1868. 
McCarver named the territory Tacoma City and vied to attract the Northern Pacific 
Railroad (Wilma and Crowley, 2003). Tacoma s location adjacent to the deep-water 
harbor of Commencement Bay made it a prime location for the railroad s western 

Property appears to meet criteria for the National Register of Historic Places: No

Property is located in a potential historic district (National and/or local): No

Property potentially contributes to a historic district (National and/or local): No

Historic Property Report
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terminus and the city was chosen by the railroad company in 1873, with construction 
starting on the segment between the Great Lakes and the west coast soon after. By 
1883, the railroad was operating regionally along the Columbia River and in 1887 the 
Stampede Pass tunnel through the Cascade Mountains opened, allowing 
transcontinental services.  Access to the railroad in Tacoma transformed the milling town 
into a thriving industrial and commercial center, which was promoted as the City of 
Destiny (VIA, 2014). The arrival of the railroad and the construction of Northern Pacific s 
depot 2 miles south of Tacoma City caused the city s center to move, forming New 
Tacoma, which would eventually become the current downtown area. In late 1883, 
Tacoma City and New Tacoma were combined to form the City of Tacoma (VIA, 2014). 
The city s waterfront property was precious real estate for the Northern Pacific. As the 
railroad company expanded their services in the late nineteenth century, the company s 
infrastructure moved further into the tideflats. The Northern Pacific dammed one section 
of the Puyallup River and dredged sections of the bay s inlets in order to develop 
wharves. These wharf-lined inlets would become known as the Thea Foss Waterway and 
the Wheeler Osgood Waterway (VIA, 2014). The city s docks flourished and lumber, coal, 
and wheat traveled through the city in vast quantities (Wilma and Crowley, 2003). The 
city was also starting to expand geographically with new neighborhoods connected by a 
system of streetcar lines operated primarily by the Tacoma Railway and Motor Company 
(Wilma and Crowley, 2003; VIA, 2014). The 1904 Supreme Court decision Northern 
Securities Co. v. United States disbanded railroad monopolies causing the Northern 
Pacific to lose their previously unopposed control over Tacoma s rail service and wharf 
space (Byellin, 2014). Other railroads, including the Great Northern Railway, the Union 
Pacific Railroad, and the Milwaukee Railroad jumped at the opportunity to build 
transcontinental routes that terminated at Commencement Bay (Wilma and Crowley, 
2003).     
During the 1940s, military defense preparations for World War II spurred an industrial 
revival in Tacoma. People flooded into the city to work in the plants and shipyards 
(Wilma and Crowley, 2003). In 1944, the Seattle-Tacoma International Airport (Sea-Tac) 
opened as a joint airport for the cities of Seattle and Tacoma. Contemporaneously, local 
transit systems in Tacoma became more reliant on buses than streetcars and many of the 
historic streetcar tracks were paved over. Additionally, rail and ferry services started to 
be replaced by trucks and highways. Interstate 5 s construction in 1965 spurred further 
suburbanization and like many urban areas, downtown Tacoma suffered as a result. 
Additionally, the city lost much of its historic fabric during an earthquake in 1965 (VIA, 
2014). A preservation movement started in Tacoma during the 1960s and 1970s. Led by 
architect Alan Liddle, the movement created the Tacoma Landmarks Preservation 
Commission and five historic districts (VIA, 2014). By the 1980s, the waterfront along the 
Thea Foss Waterway had been nearly abandoned. Over the last two decades, the city has 
invested in revitalizing the waterfront areas and preservation has continued to be an 
essential consideration in the city s approach to planning and development (City of 
Tacoma, 2013).
The property at 314 Martin Luther King Jr Way in Tacoma, Washington, which is now a 
medical office building, was constructed in 1945 as a home for nurses at the nursing 
school of Tacoma General Hospital. It was dedicated in May 1947 and named for Samuel 
M. Jackson, President of Tacoma General Hospital, 1912 - 1945 and also chairman of the 
National Bank of Tacoma. The nursing school was established in 1895 and closed in 1980. 
The dormitory was renovated in 1969 by architect Dan Ferziger, Inc. (N.Y.), with Saxon 
Enterprises as the contractor. Less than ten years later, it was announced the nursing 
school would close. The building was renovated again in 1980 and converted from a 
dormitory to an office building by architects Harris, Reed, Litzenberger & Tsang, with 
Concoa, Inc. and Fitzpatrick-McIntyre Co. as the contractors.

Historic Property Report
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The building is not eligible for listing in the NRHP. The property is not eligible for the 
NRHP under Criterion A, which applies to buildings that are associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of history, as no significant 
events are associated with this property. It was a student dormitory from the mid-
twentieth century and had no significant role in the history of Tacoma or Washington. To 
be eligible for the NRHP under Criterion B, a property must be directly associated with a 
person considered significant within a historic context whose specific contribution to 
history has been both identified and documented. Although it was named for Mr. 
Jackson, a prominent Tacoma citizen, it was a memorial honor and Mr. Jackson had no 
significant association with the building. The property is not eligible for the NRHP under 
Criterion C as it is an undistinguished institutional building from the mid-twentieth 
century and does not embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method 
of construction; it is not the work of a master and does not possess high artistic value. 
The property is not eligible for the NRHP under Criterion D for information potential 
because the materials and construction methods of the building do not convey important 
information that could contribute to understanding history or prehistory. Therefore, the 
property is not eligible for listing in the NRHP because it does not meet any of the 
eligibility criteria. In addition the building has been significantly renovated twice 
including the replacement of original windows and doors, two rear additions, and a 
change of function from housing to medical offices. As a result, the property has lost 
integrity of materials, design, and association. The building retains integrity of feeling, 
workmanship, setting, and location.

Physical description: 314 Martin Luther King Jr Way contains the Jackson Hall Medical Building which was 
constructed in 1945. The large, four-story, 45,682-square foot reinforced concrete 
building has an irregular plan and a flat, built up roof with a low parapet. The facility is 
essentially composed of a rectangular plan main building with a daylight basement, a 
two-story, L-shaped rear addition, and a rear, covered parking area. The main building is 
clad in brick veneer with simple soldier coursing above each window. A soldier course is 
also located across the full width of the façade, above the fourth-story windows. The 
central section of the front (east) elevation projects out and contains a fifth story. This 
central section of the building is covered by a hipped roof clad in red ceramic barrel tiles. 
The main entrance to the building is located at the top of a straight flight of stairs in the 
center of the protruding five-story section and is covered by a blue vinyl awning. The 
main entrance, which is recessed, has a decorative terracotta door surround that has 
been painted. The decorative terracotta is very plain around the entrance, but also 
encompasses the small rectangular window above the main entrance. A shield flanked by 
flower garlands is depicted on the terracotta pediment above central second floor 
window. The window is bordered by a motif that includes flowers, circles, and scrolls. 
Besides the terracotta detailing around the entrance and central window, the building is 
mostly unadorned. All of the windows on the second, third, fourth, and fifth floors of the 
main façade have been replaced with fixed, single-light, metal-framed windows. The 
windows on the first floor of the façade are replacement metal sash windows. Two 
canted bays protrude from the north and south ends of the front elevation of the ground 
floor. On the far north and south ends of the front elevation, a column of windows is 
located between each floor, likely indicating the presence of stairwells at the far ends of 
the building. The property in front of the building is landscaped and the rear additions 
are not visible from the public right-of-way.   
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Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

This form is required to nominate properties to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places per Tacoma Municipal Code 13.07.050.  Type all entries and 
complete all applicable sections. Contact the Historic Preservation Office with any questions at 253-591-5254.   

COLLEGE PARK HISTORIC DISTRICT 

Refer to attached Map & Spread Sheet 98406

Refer to 
attached spread sheet

Refer to maps and attached spread sheets 

Rough Boundary line: Starting at a point on N. Alder St. at the Alley between N. 7th

and N. 8th streets; extending north along N. Alder St. to a point at the Alley 
between N. 17th and N. 19th streets; thence westward along the Alley and up N. 18th

St. to N. Union Ave.; Thence North along N. Union Ave. to N. 21st St; then eastward 
on N. 21st St. to N. Pine St.; then South on N. Pine St. to the Alley between N. 7th

and N. 8th streets then westward along the Alley back to the starting point. 
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Nominations to the Tacoma Register of Historic Places are processed according to the procedures and standards described in TMC 1.42 and 13.07.  Submittal of a 
nomination form does not obligate the City to place a property on the Register or to extend financial incentives to a property owner.  Documents submitted become public 
record.  Additional requirements may be imposed by other City, state or federal regulations. 

Refer to attached spreadsheet and letters of support and/or petition. 

Jeffrey J. Ryan, 
Architect

College Park Historic 
District Association 

3017 North 13th Street Tacoma WA 98406

253.759.0161 jjryan@harbornet.com

Refer to attached 
Approved State and 
National Register 
Nomination

please label or caption 
photographs and include a photography index

this document can 
usually be obtained for little or no cost from a titling 
company

Page 92 of 208



Refer to attached Approved State and National Register Nomination 
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Refer to attached NR. 
Nomination.

Refer to attached Approved State and National Register Nomination 
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